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Synopsis

The struggle against abortion in our nation has been going on a long time. Sometimes it seems like
an evil that will never go away. People want to get involvedA in the fight, but it feels futile, and
increasingly the cultureA tells Christians to stay out of politics. Longtime activist Rev. Frank Pavone
counters this frustrated mindset with challenge, encouragement, plain facts, and a healthy dose of
strategy. He explores biblical, moral, historical, and legal reasons Christians belong in the public
square and challenges both churches and individual Christians to full engagement. Pavone argues
convincingly that the battle against abortion not onlyA canA be won, butA must be won. The soul of

our nation depends on it.
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Customer Reviews

Roe v. Wade was not merely a bad decision by activist judges. As Fr. Frank Pavone insightfully
explains in A¢A AceAbolishing Abortion,A¢A A« the decision actually removed some members of the
human family from the protection of law. Since 1973, we have been living under a different form of
government than that established by our Founding Fathers.| canA¢A A™t remember the last time
anyone, inside of government or out, has illustrated with such compelling clarity how the legalization
of abortion has led to the disintegration of our government and our whole society. Protection of the
unborn has to become the No. 1 priority for every lawmaker who is privileged to serve the people of
the United States of America.ln A¢A AceAbolishing Abortion,A¢A As Fr. Frank Pavone talks about
the need to move the pro-life issue from the abstract to the concrete. This is an important lesson for

lawmakers and voters. We canA¢A A™t worry about policy or party-lines or patronage. We need to



face the concrete reality of abortion and concentrate on protecting the unborn.Fr. Frank Pavone
asserts that A¢A Acethe abortion dispute is not merely a policy disagreement. It is about justice. It is

about violence, bloodshed, and the death of defenseless victims.A¢A Ae

In A¢A AceAbolishing Abortion,A¢A A Fr. Frank Pavone presents a ringing indictment of abortion,
showing it to be destructive not only of the innocent unborn child, but also of the mother, father, and
family of the child as well as society as a whole. Throughout the book, he draws upon the principles
advanced by our Founding Fathers in the Declaration of Independence to show that abortion is
un-American, as it infringes upon our most fundamental right to life. Towards the end of the book,
Fr. Pavone quotes Scripture to show that abortion is the exact opposite of love.Fr. Frank introduces
the reader to the many ways in which both clergy and laity can work to end abortion. As a beginning
step, he encourages one to repent of the fear and cowardice that has thus far prevented one from
becoming involved in the mission to end abortion. To succeed in the fight against abortion,
embracing neutrality or agreeing to disagree is not an acceptable option. Drawing upon the Golden
Rule, Fr. Frank urges one to have courage, take great risks and make sacrifices in order to save the
lives of the weakest and most dependent and vulnerable members of society, namely, the unborn
children in the womb.In the mission to end abortion, Fr. Frank encourages clerical leaders and laity
to cooperate in advancing the Gospel of life into the political arena, which is consistent with Second
Vatican CouncilA¢A A™s recommendation that the Catholic Church should pass moral judgment on
matters related to politics. The ways of getting involved include preaching pro-life sermons from the
pulpit and distributing pro-life leaflets and voter education materials during election time. Fr. Frank
discusses how the Johnson Amendment and IRS interpretations have created a chilling effect on
some dioceses who are unwilling to get involved politically in the fight against abortion for fear of
losing their federal tax exempt status. Fr. Frank, however, sets the record straight on this issue by
proving that the Johnson Amendment and the attending IRS interpretations are too vague to be
practically enforced.One effective method which Fr. Frank recommends for shaping public opinion
against abortion is the use of graphic imagery in photographs and videos to show that abortion is an
act of violence against the innocent unborn child. Another recommended approach is to reframe the
abortion debate from a conflict between mother and her unborn child to a conflict between the family
and an unscrupulous, unregulated abortion industry. Fr. Frank introduces the reader to

RachelA¢A A™s Vineyard, as well as the Silent No More Awareness Campaign sponsored by
Priests for Life and Anglicans for Life, showing how the abortion industry has hurt women and

caused them to suffer emotionally and psychologically. At the same time, Fr. Frank emphasizes the



need to impress upon women who are suffering from abortion that the pro-life movement is ever
willing to embrace them with love and compassion.| highly recommend Fr. FrankA¢A A™s excellent
book, the ultimate pro-life manifesto. Recently, protests have been launched across the nation to
defund Planned Parenthood. Fr. FrankA¢A A™s book hit the book stores at the right time. This fine

book will, no doubt, increase the momentum of the pro-life movement.

One topic | have been wanting to read more about lately is the topic of abortion. | have been
interested especially in finding good information regarding how to help end abortion and save the
lives being lost in the practice. Interestingly, | was accidentally (providentially?) sent a copy of
Abolishing Abortion: How You Can Play a Part in Ending the Greatest Evil of Our Day by Rev. Frank
Pavone (published by Thomas Nelson) from Book Look Bloggers.While many books on abortion
focus mainly on the scriptural reasons we should end abortion or on providing moral and ethical
arguments against it, Pavone’s book, while including those topics, focuses more on the political
aspect of what needs to be done.The book starts by explaining how we must take the abortion
discussion into the public square. In doing so, Pavone tackles the question of separation of Church
and state, arguing that in reality both Church and state have a common goal: the protection of the
right to live for all humans, with no exceptions. He goes on to argue that it is "Time for Repentance,"
meaning that those of us who believe that all human life should be protected need to repent for not
doing whatever we can to help bring an end to abortion. As Pavone continues through the book, he
offers insight into how churches can stand up for the rights of the unborn politically in light of the
threats of losing tax-exempt status. | found this chapter especially enlightening, as | hear much
about the tax-exempt status of churches without necessarily understanding how this started and
what all is involved. Suffice it to say that churches really are not in nearly as much danger of losing
that status as they have been led to believe. In reality, the laws regarding that issue seem to be so
vague that to enforce them would be nearly impossible, unless | am misunderstanding Pavone.
Chapters 7 and 8 seemed to be the hardest to get through for me, as Pavone focuses specifically
on Roman Catholic issues regarding the topic (he writes the whole book from a Catholic
perspective).l really found the most interesting parts of the book starting in chapter 9, "Collision
Course." In asking the question "What is the difference between killing a child just before birth or
right afterward?" Pavone makes this statement: "There is no way out of this question for the
abortion industry or for any of us. Kermit Gosnell and other late-term abortionists put the ideological
approval of the practice of abortion on a collision course with the normal, human antipathy toward

gruesome violence. To break the impasse over abortion, we must compel the collision with all its



pain, with all its attendant friction, collateral damage, and anxiety. In fact, we need to increase the
speed and force of that collision. Although collision is inevitable, our human nature does everything
it can to postpone the moment of impact, and more damage is done in the meantime." (p.
157-158)On one hand, we all know that murdering humans is wrong. On the other hand,
abortionists and pro-choice advocates are forced to try to deny that innate understanding in some
way to continue to support their stance. Our job, according to Pavone, is to continue to increase the
pressure to acknowledge the gruesome fact that abortion is taking human life. Whether it is through
pictures, through reason and logic, or any other means (still in a loving way), we must take a stand
and continue to increase the tension in this area until the question of what abortion is doing can no
longer be avoided, dodged, or reasoned away.Pavone explains in the next chapter that we are
really advocating for the care of both mother and child in fighting against abortion. He explains: "We
need to convince the unconvinced that to be pro-life is to be pro-woman. The difference between
‘pro-life’ and 'pro-choice’ is not that pro- lifers love the baby and pro-choicers love the woman. The
difference is that the pro-choice message says you can separate the two, and the pro-life message
says you cannot. Our opponents criticize us as 'fetus-lovers’ who are insensitive to women and
indifferent to children. But one cannot, and pro-lifers do not, love the child without loving the mother.
Abortion defenders claim they are loving women, even as they admit they are killing their children.
But one cannot love the woman without loving the child. Nor can one harm the child without harming
the mother." (p. 183-184)lt is not either/or but both/and. Protect and look out for women and
children.Chapter 11, the last chapter, is really one of the most important. Its title is "A Foundation of
Love," and that truly must be the true foundation of the pro-life movement. Pavone states, "Love is
the foundation and inescapable condition of everything the pro-life movement does, whether that
activity is perceived as ’loving’ or ’harsh.™ (p. 195) Pavone continues on to explain: "Abortion is the
exact opposite of love. Love says, 'l sacrifice myself for the good of the other person.” Abortion says,
| sacrifice the other person for the good of myself.” And isn’t it amazing that the very same words
used by the culture of death to justify abortion are the words used by our Lord to proclaim life and
salvation and love: 'This is My body! 'This is my body,” some say. 'l will do what | want, even if it
means destroying the child.’ ‘This is My body,” Jesus said, 'given for you.” (See Luke 22.)" (p.
197)The above struck me as being very hard-hitting and very true. Abortion truly is the opposite of
love, but | would add so is ignoring it and staying silent out of fear. If we love everyone, including the
unborn, the time to stay silent is long past.Pavone is very clear throughout that we are not to attack,
demean, or look down upon those who have had abortions. We are to love them, to assure them of

forgiveness in Christ, and to reach out to them to help them as much as possible. This book is in no



way a cold-hearted, holier-than-thou attack on anyone. It is birthed out of a love for humanity, even
at the earliest stages of life.Overall, Abolishing Abortion was a great read. | couldn’t really associate
much with the parts dealing with Catholicism and the pro-life position, but the majority of the book at
the beginning and end were well worth the time invested. It truly helped open my eyes to how vocal
| need to be out of love for women and children. | would encourage everyone to read this book and
let it embolden them to take a stand for those who truly cannot take a stand for themselves. Love
demands it.Note: | received this book free from Book Look Bloggers in exchange for an honest
review.
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